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The decision of the Government Center Commission to

select an architect for the new City Hall for the City of

Boston, through a nation-wide competition, meets with my
enthusiastic approval. This is a once-in-a-century event,

and one in which I hope the top talents in the architectural

field of the United States will compete.

In 1958 the Legislature of the Commonwealth of

Massachusetts enacted legislation providing for the con-

struction by the City of Boston of a new City Hall on a site

to be conveyed to the City by the Boston Redevelopment

Authority.

In order to carry out the Act the legislation also created

a board known as the Government Center Commission,

consisting of seven members who serve the City without

compensation. Three members of the Commission ex officiis

are officers of municipal government: the Director of Admin-
istrative Services, the Chairman of the City Planning Board,

and the Commissioner of Public Works. Three other mem-
bers are appointed by the Mayor from candidates nomi-

nated by the Building Trades Council, the Associated

General Contractors, and the Boston Society of Architects,

respectively. The seventh member, who serves as Chairman
of the Commission, is selected at large by the Mayor.

This Government Center Commission has the power
and duty to acquire in the name and behalf of the City a

suitable site and to contract for the preparation of the site

and the planning and construction of the new City Hall.

For the purposes enumerated in the Act the City may
borrow up to twenty million dollars.

The primary motivating force behind the Commission's

decision to run a national competition expresses the desire

of the City to obtain the best possible design in terms of

beauty, planning and harmony with the other buildings in

Boston's new Government Center.

John F. Collins

Ma/^or
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The Government Center Commission of the City of

Boston, with the approval of Mayor Collins, has voted to

conduct an architectural competition, national in scope,

looking towards the selection and employment of an archi-

tect or architects to perform the architectural services

required for the development of the site and for the

planning, construction and original equipping and furnish-

ing of a new City Hall.

The competition is to be conducted under the code of

the American Institute of Architects. Lawrence B. Anderson,

Professor of Architecture at the Massachusetts Institute of

Technology, has been appointed Professional Advisor to

direct the conduct of the competition under the Commis-
sion's control and supervision.

Today, the Commission is setting in motion the first

public steps of this competition by the issuance of this

program. It feels certain that the architects of the country

will respond to the challenge offered and produce outstand-

ing designs from which a final choice can, in due course, be

made by the distinguished jury of award, the membership
of which is detailed in the program.

Robert M. Morgan
Chairman


